
Snow? Say It Ainôt So! 
Itôs already snowed and the growing season is over, so that means another winter is  
on the way for Nebraska. With more snow and cold to come, now is the perfect time to 
brush up on the hazards of winter and prepare for whatever Mother Nature has in store.  
 
Outlook for the Winter  
Often this time of year, the #1 question of many NWS meteorologists is ñWhat kind of 
winter will we have?ò Though not an easy answer by any means, there are long term  
signals which can give insight into the winter ahead. In this packet, you will find NOAAôs 
official winter outlook and get some idea of how the winter may unfold. Keep in mind the 
winter outlook doesnôt forecast individual storms, but the expected trend of temperature 
and precipitation throughout the entire winter season. Check it out on page 5. 
 
Probabilistic Messaging 
This winter, the NWS is expanding its use of ñprobabilisticò forecast messaging to  
convey certain elements of the winter forecast. We are all familiar with the phrase  
ña 20% chance of snowò. But what about the phrase ña 70% chance of 2ò or more of 
snow and a 35% chance of 6ò or more of snowò? The use of probabilities to provide  
information about weather forecasts has been around for decades. The NWS will expand 
on that concept this winter with a testbed of 10  
offices around the Central Plains, including the NWS 
office in Omaha/Valley. 
 
Winter Storm Severity Index 
Do you remember the Thanksgiving weekend storm 
of 1983? How about the Christmas Blizzard in 2009? 
Both were big storms and had big impacts on  
Nebraska. The NWS is using a combined scale of  
winter weather elements to help categorize the  
severity of winter storms before the hit. It's called  
the Winter Storm Severity Index (WSSI) and was  
actually introduced a few years ago. After testing and 
tweaking, the WSSI is now an official NWS product. 
You can learn more about the elements of the WSSI 
and how to apply it to winter storms on page 8. 
 
Recap of Last Winter, Safety & More 
Every year, we take a bit of time to look back at the 
previous winter season, which varied widely across 
the state. Some areas received almost double the 
amount of normal snow (northern Panhandle) and 
other areas less than 15ò of snow (southeast corner). 
The good news is that no matter how much snow 
falls, we all can be prepared for the season. Now is  
a good time for a refresher on winter safety and  
preparedness. If we do our part as individuals, we 
can collectively work together to keep ourselves and 
communities safe this upcoming winter.  
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National Weather Service 
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West and North Central 

 

North Platte 

Panhandle 

 

Cheyenne, WY 

Extreme Southwest 

 

Goodland, KS 

South Central 

 

Hastings 

Extreme Northeast 

 

Sioux Falls, SD 

East 

 

Omaha/Valley 

6365 N. Osborne Drive West 
Hastings, NE 68901 

 
(402) 462-4287 

 
www.weather.gov/hastings 

6707 N. 288th Street 
Valley, NE 68064 

 
(402) 359-5205 

 
www.weather.gov/omaha 

26 Weather Lane 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

 
(605) 330-4247 

 
www.weather.gov/siouxfalls 

1301 Airport Parkway 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 

 
(307) 772-2468 

 
www.weather.gov/cheyenne 

5250 E. Lee Bird Drive 
North Platte, NE 69101 

 
(308) 532-4936 

 
www.weather.gov/northplatte 

920 Armory Road 
Goodland, KS 67735 

 
(785) 899-7119 

 
www.weather.gov/goodland 
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Northwest 

 

Sioux Falls, SD 

Southwest 

 

Omaha/Valley, NE 

Central 

 

Des Moines 

Northeast 

 

La Crosse, WI 

Southeast 

 

Quad Cities IA/IL 

 

N2788 County Road FA 
LaCrosse, WI 54601 

 
(608) 784-7294 

 
www.weather.gov/lacrosse 

 9040 N Harrison Street 
Davenport Municipal Airport 
Davenport, IA 52806-7326 

(563) 386-3976  
 

www.weather.gov/davenport 

6707 N. 288th Street 
Valley, NE 68064 

 
(402) 359-5205 

 
www.weather.gov/omaha 

26 Weather Lane 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-0198 

 
(605) 330-4247  

 
www.weather.gov/siouxfalls 

9607 NW Beaver Drive 
Johnston, IA 50131-1908 

 
(515) 270-2614 

 
www.weather.gov/desmoines 
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NOAA Weather Radio 
All-Hazards (NWR) 
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NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting  
continuous weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR 
broadcasts official NWS warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. 
 

Working with the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Emergency Alert System, NWR is  
an "All-Hazards" radio network, making it your single source for comprehensive weather and  
emergency information. In conjunction with Federal, State, and Local Emergency Managers and  
other public officials, NWR also broadcasts warning and post-event information for all types of  
hazards, including natural (such as tornadoes or floods), environmental (such as chemical releases 
or oil spills), and public safety (such as AMBER alerts or 911 Telephone outages).  
 

Known as the "Voice of NOAA's National Weather Service," NWR is provided as a public service by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). NWR includes 1000 transmitters,  
covering all 50 states, adjacent coastal waters, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the U.S.  
Pacific Territories. NWR requires a special radio receiver or scanner capable of picking up the signal. 
Broadcasts are found in the VHF public service band at these seven frequencies (MHz): 
 
 

 

Coverage information and SAME Codes for every county in the U.S. can be found at: 

  

www.weather.gov/nwr/Maps 

162.400 162.425 162.450 162.475 162.500 162.525 162.550 
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http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/wrh/nwspage.php
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/nwsexit.pl?url=http://www.fcc.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/os/NWS_EAS.shtml
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrbro.htm
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrrcvr.htm


National Weather Service 
Social Media 
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NWS Cheyenne, WY 
 
NWS Goodland, KS 
 
NWS North Platte, NE 
 
NWS Hastings, NE 
 
NWS Sioux Falls, SD 
 
NWS Omaha, NE 
 
NWS Des Moines, IA 

@NWSCheyenne 
 
@NWSGoodland 
 
@NWSNorthPlatte 
 
@NWSHastings 
 
@NWSSiouxFalls 
 
@NWSOmaha 
 
@NWSDesMoines 

Have you found us on your favorite social media platform?  
 

Do you have a Facebook page or a Twitter account?  
 
 

Did you know that your local National Weather Service office is on social media? Each  
office in the NWS has a Facebook and Twitter account. Find your local NWS office and check 
it out! 
 
Each officeôs Facebook and Twitter account keeps you informed and up-to-date with the  
latest forecasts, watches and warnings for your local area. Be a part of the process, we  
always need ground truth reports and we love to see your pictures. Comment on our  
Facebook posts, or send us a tweet, with your information, report or question and we will 
respond to it as quick as we can.   

Follow your  
local office...  

NWS Cheyenne 
 
NWS Goodland 
 
NWS North Platte 
 
NWS Hastings 
 
NWS Sioux Falls 
 
NWS Omaha 
 
NWS Des Moines 

Social media information about other NWS offices can be found at: 
www.weather.gov/socialmedia 
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If you havenôt heard a lot about La Ni¶a yet, get prepared. In early September, a La Ni¶a advisory 
was declared as La Ni¶a conditions were present in the tropical Pacific and expected to persist 
through the winter 2020 months.  
 
So what exactly makes a La Ni¶a anyhow? 

 

A La Ni¶a requires a few things.  
First off, it requires below normal 
temperatures (equal to or less  
than -0.5ÁC) in the tropical Pacific. 
 
It also requires the confidence that 
these below normal temperatures 
are expected to persist for several 
months. 
 
Finally, it requires the atmosphere 
to respond to these cooler than  
average temperatures. 
 

 
But what impact does this have on the weather?  
 
Nationally, a shift in the polar jet 
can result in significant impacts on  
winter weather. Cooler than normal 
temperatures often invade the  
northern Plains, wet conditions are  
often observed across the Pacific 
Northwest, and drier and warmer than 
normal condition are favored across 
much of the south.  
 
The image to the right shows a typical 
La Ni¶a pattern. 
 
 
 
But what does that mean for 
Nebraska?  
 
While there are significant impacts from La Ni¶a across parts of the United States, impacts across 
Nebraska are mixed. The following table shows the total precipitation and snowfall averaged for the 
Grand Island and Hastings sites for all the La Ni¶a events since the year 2000. While the data is 
limited, the main winter months of December, January and February (DJF) vary fairly closely around 
normal. Not surprisingly, snowfall varies more than total precipitation, with an overall lean towards 
near to below normal snowfall during La Ni¶a winters.   

2017 La Ni¶a 
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The above analysis from Grand Island/Hastings 
is consistent with national maps (right), which 
also show a slight tendency for less than normal 
snowfall during La Ni¶a winter across much of 
Nebraska.  

So where does this leave us? 
 
The winter outlook from NOAA was issued on October 15, 2020. This maps below represent the 
current forecast for both temperature and precipitation this winter. This forecast has been heavily 
influenced by the current La Ni¶a, which is expected to strengthen through the winter months.  
Locally, this means there are equal chance for below, near or above normal temperatures and  
precipitation this winter. 


